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Report #03/2026  

Issued 12:00pm 16 January 2026  

This supersedes the previous Flow Report issued by the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) on 9 January 2026. 

The next Flow Report will be provided on Friday 23 January 2026. 

Flow outlook 

 

The flow at the South Australian border this Friday is approximately 7.5 GL/day and is forecast to remain around 7.5 GL/day until 

next Friday. 

The current flow at the South Australian border includes January Entitlement Flow (7 GL/day), which is adjusted for deferred 

entitlement volume that is stored and accumulated for critical human water needs and private carryover during dry periods.  

The flow over Lock 1 this Friday is approximately 3.5 GL/day and is expected to remain at approximately 3.5 GL/day until next 

Friday. 

It is important to note that flow forecasts in this advice are based on the information available at the time of preparation. Advice 

may change as new gauging information becomes available or due to rainfall events or changed operations upstream.  

Water levels 

Current water levels are updated daily and can be found on WaterConnect. 

Upstream flows, rainfall and storages 

As of 15 January 2026, rainfall across the Murray-Darling Basin over the preceding 7 days has been sparse, with large parts of the 

Basin recording no rainfall. Southern Queensland and eastern New South Wales received the highest rainfalls, with small patches of 

1-25mm recorded in NSW and 1-50mm recorded in southern Queensland.  

In the southern Basin, rainfall was largely absent, with the vast majority of the River Murray corridor recording no rainfall over the 

past week. A small area in south-east Victoria recorded up to 1mm of rainfall.  The South Australian portion of the Basin, including 

the Murraylands and Lower Lakes, recorded no rainfall. Further rainfall information for the Basin can be found at 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/maps/rainfall/ 

As of 15 January 2026, Dartmouth Dam storage has reduced to 2,783 GL, or 72% of capacity, and Hume Dam storage has decreased 

to 1,003 GL, or 33% of capacity. Storage in the Menindee Lakes continues to decrease and is at 923 GL, or approximately 53% of 

capacity. As of 15 January 2026, releases from Menindee Lakes are approximately 3.5 GL/day at Weir 32 and are gradually 

decreasing.  

Lake Victoria storage has decreased to 531 GL, approximately 78% capacity, which is a reduction of around 26 GL over the past 8 

days. Releases from Lake Victoria are currently contributing to approximately 39% of the flow to South Australia. 

Flows at the South Australia border averaged approximately 7.6 GL/day over the past week. 

This forecast remains subject to change, depending on river operations and catchment rainfall. More information on upstream 

conditions and forecasts can be found in the Murray-Darling Basin Authority’s Weekly Flow Report.  

https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/River-Murray/SitePages/Daily.aspx
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/maps/rainfall/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mdba.gov.au%2Fwater-management%2Fregular-reports-murray-data-storages%2Fweekly-reports&data=05%7C02%7CXiomara.Ruiz%40sa.gov.au%7Cb712cb3b589e44f6ecbf08dc8c2249ef%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C1%7C0%7C638539326146569276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ws4O1YsWwHAD%2BX4Ro1yBXG%2BexwF5dp0QGvOIIOw0zWw%3D&reserved=0
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Water quality 

Water quality upstream of SA 

Please be advised that with additional flows coming from the Darling River there will be an increase in turbidity of the water in the 

main channel of the River Murray. Horticulturalists may consider this as part of filtration and backflush programs for irrigation 

systems.  

Algal blooms within SA 

Coorong 

Water testing in the Coorong continues to be undertaken on a fortnightly basis. The sampling is helping with understanding how 

the Karenia algal bloom situation is progressing and informs any potential future management options. Government agencies are 

working together to continue to monitor the situation.  

For algal bloom water testing results and further information visit Algal Bloom Water Sampling Dashboard. 

For Coorong North Lagoon water quality and environmental conditions visit Coorong North Lagoon Conditions Dashboard. 

The Coorong region remains open. Visitors are advised to check signage and avoid contact with discoloured water, foamy water, or 

water where marine life is dead or in poor health. When the algae are broken up by wave action, algal particles can cause short-

term skin or eye irritation and respiratory symptoms, including a cough or shortness of breath. If you notice symptoms, move away 

from the beach or water. Most symptoms will resolve within hours of leaving the area. 

Health advice for people with asthma 

Some algal species can release biotoxins into the air through wave action that may trigger symptoms in people with asthma. 

People with asthma are advised to: 

• carry their reliever medication with them while on beaches, especially when there is thick, visible foam or discoloured water 

• take their preventive medication as prescribed 

• check their asthma management plan is up-to-date. 

People with known asthma, emphysema, bronchitis, or other form of chronic lung disease may be more vulnerable to the 

respiratory effects of biotoxins and should avoid areas where there is discoloured or foamy water, particularly if there is an onshore 

breeze.  

International evidence indicates there are no long-term health consequences of exposure at the beach to either algal particles or 

biotoxins. 

If symptoms persist, see your doctor. 

For further information visit the SA Health – Water quality alerts page. 

For the latest information please visit the SA Government algal bloom page.  
 

Algal blooms upstream of SA 
 

WaterNSW issues blue-green algae (BGA) alerts as Red, Amber or Green. A red alert indicates a toxic algal bloom, making the water 

dangerous for humans and animals; an amber alert indicates BGA may be multiplying in numbers and water should be considered 

unsuitable for human or animal consumption but remains suitable for recreational use; and a green alert indicates the presence of 

BGA but not at levels to pose a threat to recreational, stock or domestic use.  

WaterNSW has issued red alerts for the Great Darling Anabranch (Silver City Highway) and Lake Menindee. The Edward Wakool 

system also has multiple amber and green alerts in place. Numerous BGA amber and green alerts apply to the River Murray 

between Lake Hume and the SA border, and additional alerts are current across the Menindee Lakes and the lower Darling. Further 

details of the current NSW alert locations can be found on the WaterNSW website – Algae Alerts page. 

Victoria’s Goulburn-Murray Water has issued recreational BGA warnings for Hepburns Lagoon andGum Lagoon in the Torrumbarry 

Irrigation Area. Details of the current VIC alert locations can be found on the Blue-Green Algae Warnings - Goulburn Murray Water 

page.  

Lower Murray Water (LMW) is also advising various low to mid-level recreational BGA alerts on the River Murray from Boundary 

Bend through to Lock 9. Details of LMW alert locations can be found on the Blue-green algae monitoring - Lower Murray Water 

page.  

 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/5f0d6b22301a47bf91d198cabb030670
https://water.data.sa.gov.au/Data/Dashboard/102
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/Public+Content/SA+Health+Internet/Public+health/Water+quality/water+quality+alerts
https://www.algalbloom.sa.gov.au/
https://www.waternsw.com.au/water-services/water-quality/algae-alerts
https://www.g-mwater.com.au/water-operations/bga
https://www.lmw.vic.gov.au/water-supply-and-services/water-quality-and-treatment/blue-green-algae/
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Water for the environment delivery 

The delivery of water for the environment to the South Australian border is continuing at approximately 1 GL/day. This is primarily 

direct trade to SA from the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder. The water being delivered will help manage Lower Lakes 

levels and provide small volumes of continuous flow to the Coorong. Water for the environment also continues to be delivered as 

part of SA’s Entitlement flow. 

All major floodplain and weir operations have now been successfully completed. 

Planning for further delivery of water for the environment throughout 2025-26 is continuing and further delivery is expected 

throughout January and February.   

Murray Mouth 

Dredging is continuing directly in the Murray Mouth at the junction of the Tauwitchere and Goolwa Channels.  

Barrage releases, combined with dredging throughout most of the year, help to maintain flow connectivity of the River Murray 

Channel to the Murray Mouth and assist in exporting salt from the river system. 

Exclusion Zones established around the dredging operations are in place to ensure public safety. Refer to Notice to Mariners 

No 61 of 2023. 

Barrage operations and water levels in the Lower Lakes 
As of 15 January 2026, the water level in Lake Alexandrina is approximately 0.71m AHD and Lake Albert is approximately 

0.66m AHD, noting that lake levels can fluctuate considerably depending on wind conditions. 

The Lower Lakes are managed, as far as practicable, to target a daily average lake level between 0.70m AHD and 0.80m AHD 

throughout January.  

Successive storm surge events since the end of May resulted in increased salinity in the upstream vicinity of the barrages, including 

through the Goolwa Channel. Water users in this area are advised that water quality may be highly variable. During adverse weather 

conditions and high tides, SA Water operates the barrages to minimise the risk of seawater entering Lake Alexandrina, therefore 

minimising any negative salinity impacts from reverse flow events. The four successive storm surge events from May through to July 

are the four highest on record (dating back to 1976) at the Goolwa barrage downstream monitoring station.  

Barrage gate operations are adjusted to release water when tidal conditions permit and are dependent on upstream flows, lake 

levels and variable weather conditions. 

Gate openings at the barrages can now be viewed on Water Data SA – Barrage dashboard. 

Total daily flow releases from the barrages can also be found on Water Data SA – Flows dashboard. 

River Murray vessel waste disposal stations  
The Lock 3 River Vessel Waste Disposal Station (RVWDS) has been out of commission since January 2020 due to a significant 

infrastructure failure. The nearest alternative waste facility is located at Waikerie. Normal boat hard waste (domestic or galley waste) 

can still be deposited at the Lock 3 facility at the present time. 

Contractors will perform system upgrades at the Waikerie RVWDS from 28 to 31 January. The station will remain operational; 

however, minor delays may occur. 

For a full list and map of the stations visit: http://environment.sa.gov.au/waste-disposal-stations 

You can report any River Vessel Waste Disposal Station issues on 1800 799 065. 

If you have any questions, please contact the DEW WIO Engagement Team on DEW.WIOCommunications@sa.gov.au  

Salinity 

Salinity levels throughout the River Murray in South Australia are within their typical range. Nonetheless, it is possible that some 

irrigators may record higher salinity readings at isolated locations. These higher readings are more likely to be observed at the 

bottom of the water column.  

Salinity throughout the Goolwa Channel from the Goolwa Barrage to Clayton Bay remains elevated as a result of salt water ingress 

from recent storm surge events.   

Irrigators are encouraged to monitor the daily salinity levels provided by SA Water as part of their business operations.  

 

 

https://dit.sa.gov.au/news?_gl=1*1wa3ikv*_ga*NTM5NTUzNjEwLjE3MDEzMTk5OTE.*_ga_E7E3Y5T52P*MTcwMTM3OTg5OS4yLjAuMTcwMTM3OTg5OS42MC4wLjA.&a=1288256
https://dit.sa.gov.au/news?_gl=1*1wa3ikv*_ga*NTM5NTUzNjEwLjE3MDEzMTk5OTE.*_ga_E7E3Y5T52P*MTcwMTM3OTg5OS4yLjAuMTcwMTM3OTg5OS42MC4wLjA.&a=1288256
https://water.data.sa.gov.au/Data/Dashboard/75
https://water.data.sa.gov.au/Data/Dashboard/1
http://environment.sa.gov.au/waste-disposal-stations
mailto:DEW.WIOCommunications@sa.gov.au?subject=River%20Vessel%20Waste%20Disposal%20Stations%20enquiry
https://www.sawater.com.au/water-and-the-environment/south-australias-water-sources/river-sources/river-reports-daily-salinity
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Intermediate remediation of the LMRIA levees project 

The Intermediate Remediation of the LMRIA Levees project is jointly funded by the Australian and South Australian governments, 

through the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements. This project will return the severely flood damaged sections of government 

and private levees to their pre-flood height. 

Intermediate remediation works update: 

• On-ground remediation works have been completed at Pompoota, Long Flat, Wall Flat, Mypolonga, Burdett and 

Mobilong. 

• Construction works at Cowirra and Toora are continuing to progress. The substantive on-ground works at Placid and 

Neeta have been completed with final project close-out activities underway. 

• The Department for Environment and Water (DEW) is working with the Department for Infrastructure and Transport 

(DIT), as the state infrastructure agency, on the procurement of contractors to undertake works on the remaining 

private levees that were severely damaged during the 2022-23 River Murray flood. The request for tender issued by DIT 

has closed and submissions have been assessed with approval processes currently underway.  

• The department is continuing to review the geotechnical assessment reports.  

Government levees in the LMRIA are temporarily closed to the public. 

Where intermediate remediation works are required for government levees, they will remain temporarily closed until the works are 

progressively completed. All government levees remain temporarily closed pending the outcome of full condition assessments and 

safety risk assessments to ensure safe access can be determined before progressively reopening to the public. These assessments 

and associated works including but not limited to, sign installation, fence installation and tree assessments are underway and likely 

to be completed early to mid-2026. 

The government levee banks are Cowirra, Neeta, Wall Flat, Pompoota, Mypolonga, Mobilong, Burdett, Long Flat, Monteith and 

Jervois.  

Recreational activities 
Recreational activities are not permitted on the levees while they are closed, including: 

• walking and running 

• cycling 

• fishing 

• driving vehicles 

• mooring houseboats and other vessels. 

Designated council houseboat mooring sites can be obtained from the relevant local council website. 

Access to private levees is at the landholder’s discretion, however, access is not permitted where remediation works are being 

undertaken.  

The safety of the public is of paramount importance and DEW will keep the community informed of the project’s progress, including 

when levees may be accessible to the public, through its website and newsletter. 

For more information, please visit Department for Environment and Water – Levees 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa van der Linde, Communications and Engagement Officer on 0437 313 087 or 

Lisa.vanderlinde@sa.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/river-murray-floods/lower-murray-levee-banks
mailto:Lisa.vanderlinde@sa.gov.au?subject=Intermediate%20remediation%20of%20the%20LMRIA%20levees%20project
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Community infrastructure investigations 

To further enhance environmental outcomes and improve community resilience to River Murray high flows, the South Australia 

Constraints Measures project is seeking community input to help develop future project proposals that balance environmental, 

social and economic outcomes, while reflecting the needs and priorities of communities and businesses. 

We are asking the community to: 

• Identify local opportunities that would benefit from infrastructure upgrades or impediment removal. 

• Provide feedback on what information and tools would be useful in self-managing the effects of high flows on their land 

or business. 

• Highlight locations they know to be impacted by high flows up to 80 GL/day. 

How to get involved 

Phase One of the consultation is now live on YourSAy, where you can: 

• Find out more by reading the consultation guide 

• Complete the online survey to provide feedback on potential SA Constraints Measures project works 

• Use the interactive map to drop a pin and comment (with optional photo) to identify either of the following: 

• in-scope opportunities within your local area for infrastructure upgrades or impediment removal 

• locations impacted by high flows up to 80 GL/per day. 

This stage of the consultation (Phase 1) is open until 5pm Friday 20 February 2026. 

Visit YourSAy at https://yoursay.sa.gov.au/sa-constraints  

More information 

For more information and to subscribe for updates, please visit environment.sa.gov.au/constraints or email 

SAConstraints@sa.gov.au 

For media enquiries, please contact DLDEWMedia@sa.gov.au or visit DEW's media information page. 

 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconstraintssre.createsend1.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tkdujjn-l-r%2F&data=05%7C02%7CXiomara.Ruiz%40sa.gov.au%7C070c4a43684c46a58b7c08de51656cab%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639037693244077828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EKDgQX022ZX9K68qyWKouDVYLtwb9GCH10JH7eR9pk8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconstraintssre.createsend1.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tkdujjn-l-y%2F&data=05%7C02%7CXiomara.Ruiz%40sa.gov.au%7C070c4a43684c46a58b7c08de51656cab%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639037693244105474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BH6KGc35xwEyNfUgGkCoYtV55m8LRdhepOSG9cYQ0y4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconstraintssre.createsend1.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tkdujjn-l-j%2F&data=05%7C02%7CXiomara.Ruiz%40sa.gov.au%7C070c4a43684c46a58b7c08de51656cab%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639037693244120781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PE3n6K0rQ8Czzv1AZvzvl4Ozjd6BBY4bdkc9nwIdkro%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconstraintssre.createsend1.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tkdujjn-l-t%2F&data=05%7C02%7CXiomara.Ruiz%40sa.gov.au%7C070c4a43684c46a58b7c08de51656cab%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639037693244135734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zISeC7U%2Bn6GGahKvkaoxiJnjb7M1qdu13jRUFTIytE8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconstraintssre.createsend1.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tkdujjn-l-i%2F&data=05%7C02%7CXiomara.Ruiz%40sa.gov.au%7C070c4a43684c46a58b7c08de51656cab%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639037693244150172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mFfBpq2obls6313ExGuz1sBtXmIPZHQEQKY3x0h6qz8%3D&reserved=0
https://yoursay.sa.gov.au/sa-constraints
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconstraintssre.createsend1.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tkdujjn-l-d%2F&data=05%7C02%7CXiomara.Ruiz%40sa.gov.au%7C070c4a43684c46a58b7c08de51656cab%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639037693244165243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R32ncfXF%2BGsdovJTeZUHk0FTO5AdgqewpOPaUKnNIHc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:SAConstraints@sa.gov.au
mailto:DLDEWMedia@sa.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconstraintssre.createsend1.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tkdujjn-l-h%2F&data=05%7C02%7CXiomara.Ruiz%40sa.gov.au%7C070c4a43684c46a58b7c08de51656cab%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C639037693244181719%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FxIfjPo91bm1uzrBRpVhDMmQoLRIp%2FEqKMSUuzeiK1A%3D&reserved=0
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Further information 

• Algal bloom information 

• 2022-23 River Murray Flood event 

• Government of South Australia - State Disaster Recovery 

• SA Water quality alerts - SA Health 

• Real-time SA water data 

• Current SA daily water levels 

• Daily flow and water level information at key SA Water sites on the River Murray 

• SA daily salinity information 

• SA Marine safety 

• Real time information - whole of River Murray system 

• Whole River Murray System weekly reports 

• Flows in the River Murray System including water for the environment 

• Water for the environment actions in the Murray-Darling basin catchments 

• NSW algal alerts 

• Weir pool manipulation 

Bureau of Meteorology 

• SA rainfall and river conditions 

• Victorian rainfall and river conditions 

• NSW rainfall and river conditions 

• Climate outlooks 

• Climate drivers 
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https://www.algalbloom.sa.gov.au/
https://www.algalbloom.sa.gov.au/
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/river-murray-floods/2022-23-river-murray-flood-event
https://www.recovery.sa.gov.au/
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/public+health/water+quality/water+quality+alerts
https://water.data.sa.gov.au/
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/River-Murray/SitePages/Daily.aspx
https://www.sawater.com.au/water-and-the-environment/south-australias-water-sources/river-sources/river-reports-daily-flow
https://www.sawater.com.au/water-and-the-environment/south-australias-water-sources/river-sources/river-reports-daily-salinity
https://marinesafety.sa.gov.au/
https://riverdata.mdba.gov.au/system-view
https://www.mdba.gov.au/water-management/regular-reports-murray-data-storages/weekly-reports
https://www.mdba.gov.au/news-and-events/newsroom?news%5B0%5D=media-type%3ARiver%20Murray%20flows
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/water/cewo/catchment
https://www.waternsw.com.au/water-services/water-quality/algae-alerts
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/water-and-river-murray/basin-river-murray-lakes-and-the-coorong/water-for-the-environment/water-for-weir-pools
http://www.bom.gov.au/sa/flood/index.shtml?ref=hdr
http://www.bom.gov.au/sa/flood/index.shtml?ref=hdr
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood/index.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/nsw/flood/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/outlooks/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/

